WALKERBURN RUGBY FOR PN 

Edinburgh Northern – 41       Walkerburn - 3

Walkerburn visited Inverleith Park for a game against division leaders Edinburgh Northern on a damp Saturday afternoon. The pitch was heavy and in patches very heavily grassed making hard work for the players.  Thus far this season the Walkerburn pack have dominated opposition packs, but this time they met their match in the form of a large and technically accomplished Northern pack.  To be fair, this was a depleted Walkerburn pack missing flankers Keith McCudden and Sandy Thoms, hooker Richard Horsely and 2nd rowers Simon Currie and John Little.  Hard tackling winger David McNeillie and Walkerburn’s man of the match Gary Alexander filled in admirably on the flanks, while DD Waldie took on the hooking responsibilities.  However Walkerburn’s tight five problems got rapidly worse with prop Andrew Johnston being forced from the field after just five minutes with a back injury to be replaced by Adam Robertson.  

That said the ‘Burn started the game the brighter of the two sides and the first ten minutes into the breeze and the rain were all Walkerburn.  However there were early signs of the trouble to come, when in the 4th minute Walkerburn were pushed off their own ball at a 5 metre scrum in the shadow of the Northern posts.   Shortly thereafter the ‘Burn earned a penalty on the10 metre line but Gary Inglis was just short in his attempt.  With new centre pairing of Liam Scott and Sandy Walker working well the pack problems appeared to be surmountable and there was enough to keep the travelling ‘Burn support hopeful of a win.  However in the 11th minute Northern made their first inroads into the Walkerburn half and from a scrum on the 22 swept the ball right creating a set move overlap, which saw full back Douglas Younger in for a converted score.  

Walkerburn were quickly back into the Northern half and were rewarded with a penalty in the 13th minute when their front row of Gilchrist, Waldie and Robertson put sufficient pressure on the Northern front row to force their props up.  Gary Inglis slotted the penalty to reduce the deficit to 4 points and shortly thereafter captain Scott Elder went close in the right hand corner, injuring his shoulder in the process.  The injury to Elder who struggled manfully until half time, effectuively deprived Walkerburn of its key second row engine and in the 22nd minute a dominant Northern scrum set up excellent ball for fly-half Chris Aitken to show to his midfield and step through the Walkerburn centres for a converted score under the posts.  The ‘Burn taking the lead from their stoic captain  hung  on until the last minute before half time when Northern No.8 Richard Logg crashed over from a quickly taken tap penalty making the half-time score 21-3.  Elder, who had soldiered on manfully was substituted at half-time by scrum-half and utility back Colin McCudden who came on at the flank, while Steven Irvine moved up to second row.  It was clear from the start of the half that this makeshift eight was under pressure and while they stuck to their guns, the Northern pack was now in charge, choking off any ball to the ‘Burn backs and resulting in a further two scores for fly half Aitken, another for No.8 Richard Logg and one for centre Liam Barry.  This Saturday sees Walkerburn at home to Queensferry in a mid-table clash followed by a Rock Night in the clubrooms from 8pm to midnight, complete with an air guitar competition, and it is to be hoped that the ‘Burn will be back to their winning ways on the day.

